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The Influence of China’s Military Actions in the South
China Sea On Taiwan’s Energy Safety

Chi-Chang Liu"

ABSTRACT

In June 2019, two oil tankers en route to Taiwan and Singapore respectively were hit by unidentified
torpedoes or mines in the Gulf of Oman. The naphtha purchased by the CPC Corporation onboard the oil
tanker heading to Taiwan, the Front Altair, caught fire after the attack and was completely destroyed in the
incident. It is therefore quite obvious that energy safety is a critical non-traditional security issue for all
nations nowadays, because an energy-related attack on any of the world’s most important oil transportation
routes will immediately generate direct or indirect impacts on regional countries. Over 80 percent of
Taiwan’s crude oil imports come from the Middle East each year, and more than 90 percent of the liquid
natural gas imports transit the South China Sea. As a result, the Republic of China (ROC) government
should pay extra attention to the safety of the shipping routes through the South China Sea due to its
influence on the stability of the ROC’s energy supply. Currently the United States has mutual defense
treaties with Japan and the Philippines, and also maintains a significant military cooperation with the ROC.
Most regional countries have become more cautious against China, and are focusing on the peripheral
regions of South Asia. With the current policy to side with the United States against China, the ROC
government should reexamine how to reduce China’s influence on the security of the energy transportation
routes. The ROC is at a critical moment in energy transition right now, and without energy security, there is
no national security. The purpose of this research is to review China’s military actions in the South China
Sea in recent years, and to examine possible military conflict patterns between China and different countries
such as the United States, Japan, and ASEAN member states. In addition, the related impacts on energy
safety and the ROC’s proper response will also be discussed. This research also outlines feasible risk
strategies using risk management concepts, in order to construct a stable and low-risk energy system.

Keywords: energy safety, People’s Republic of China (PRC), natural gas, military actions in the South
China Sea, risk management.
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